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The ECOG-ACRIN Cardiotoxicity Working Group 

Background 

Anthracycline containing regimens are a standard treatment in a number of malignancies including 
breast cancer. Although the risks of cardiotoxicity from these regimens are well known, there is a lack of 
consistency in methods of cardiac assessment, symptom measurement, data capture, and reporting of 
results across clinical trials (CTs). Since the clinical benefits often outweigh the risks for many cardiotoxic 
regimens, they remain a standard backbone of treatment.  The ECOG-ACRIN (E-A) Cardiotoxicity 
Working Group (E-ACWG) was formed to improve our understanding of the mechanism of cardiotoxicity 
from cancer therapies and to standardize the approach to measurement and reporting of cardiotoxicity. 

 Methods 

The E-ACWG was developed through the E-A NCORP Research Base to address research aims related to 
the cardiotoxicity of cancer therapies. The E-ACWG is comprised of radiation oncologists, medical 
oncologists, cardiologists, health service researchers, patient advocates, patients participating in clinical 
trials, and statisticians. Data from past, present, and future CTs will be utilized to carry out the 
objectives of the RFA. 

Results 

A set of case report forms (CRFs) has been developed with common data elements (CDEs) to be used on 
E-A CTs. A literature review of adjuvant breast cancer trials using cardiotoxic agents is underway to 
outline the cardiac measures and methods used   to summarize cardiotoxicity. 

 Future Directions 

 An imaging repository will be established and retrospective analyses of cardiac data from existing CTs 
will be performed. When CTs using the CDEs and collecting radiologic images are mature, epidemiologic 
and biomarker studies will be performed. Multidisciplinary collaboration among radiation oncologists, 
medical oncologists, cardiologists and patients will be fostered through more consistent use of cardiac 
assessment methods and reporting of results across CTs.  This will encompass treatment planning and  
managing co-morbidities and treatment related side effects during and after treatment. The 
management of cardiovascular health of long-term cancer survivors will also be addressed. The E-ACWG 
will be meeting November 13th from 4:40 to 6pm at the E-A Meeting in Orlando Florida and all are 
welcome to attend. 
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